named it 'oceanica' (i.e. from the Atlantic Ocean). Further records from the Bay of Biscay (Atlantic, France) (e.g. Sauvageau 1890) actually concern large-leaved forms of Zostera marina Linnaeus. More surprising was the inclusion of Posidonia oceanica within the Texas (Gulf of Mexico, USA) flora by Correll & Johnston (1970: 95) , subsequently illustrated by Correll & Correll (1972: 129-130) in their authoritative flora of aquatic and wetland plants of southwestern United States [as Posidonia oceania (sic)]. McMillan et al. (1975) established that it was a gross misidentification, the specimens in fact belonging to Thalassia testudinum Banks ex Kö nig in Kö nig & Sims. Finally, some records of P. oceanica, which concern the Red Sea and the northern Indian Ocean (e.g. Makkaveeva 1968) should actually refer to Thalassia hemprichii (Ehrenberg) Ascherson in Petermann, a seagrass widely distributed throughout the Indian Ocean, including Madagascar, and often associated with mangrove habitats (Hartog 1970) .
According to the present day knowledge, the genus Posidonia is restricted to temperate seas. The occurrence of a species of this genus in the mangroves around Ifaty, Madagascar, in the intertropical zone, is, therefore, highly unlikely, though not impossible. If this record is confirmed, it would constitute a new and disjointed distributional record for the genus. We suspect, based on gross morphological similarities, that the host was more likely to be Thalassia hemprichii or Enhalus acoroides in the Hydrocharitaceae (see Spalding et al. 2003) .
